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Polyphor is a clinical stage biopharmaceutical company based in Allschwil, Switzerland, and is 
focused on the discovery and development of antibiotics and other specialty pharma products 
for severe or life-threatening diseases.   

We are currently looking for a: 

Microbiology Scientist 
 

You will join the Polyphor Microbiology Team which is responsible for the discovery and 

characterization of new class antibiotics to bring new treatment options for patients with 

difficult-to-treat infections caused by Gram-negative bacteria, including multidrug resistant 

strains. 

Responsibilities: 

The main responsibility of the Microbiology Scientist is the discovery and the evaluation of 
antibiotics’ properties at each stage of drug development according to the Clinical & Laboratory 
Standards Institute (CLSI) standards and guidelines. This starts by activity screening of new 
compounds that are synthetized and delivered by the Chemistry Team and includes tight 
coordination with chemistry and logistics. Furthermore, organization of the maintenance of 
laboratory equipment, ordering consumables and restocking of the laboratory is part of the 
work. 

 Antibiotic discovery 

Screening for novel compounds: assay development, screen organization and execution and 
related QC evaluation. 

 Antimicrobial activity characterization 

In vitro characterization of antimicrobial properties (MIC, killing curve, resistance 
development and synergy assessment) of compounds under BSL2 settings. Independent 
method development, optimization and transfer to co-workers. Investigation of 
compounds’ mode of action through novel assay development and bacterial genetics. 

 Reporting 

Data analysis, summary and evaluation (with the support of the line manager), data 
uploading into the Polyphor database and generation of reports. 

 Laboratory organization and maintenance 

Together with the microbiology team ensure that the laboratory is functional and compliant 
with BSL2 legal requirements. 

Required qualifications/experience: 

 MSc in microbiology (or equivalent, please acknowledge this is not a Ph.D.-level 

position) 

 At least 2 years of industrial experience in microbiology or molecular biology 
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 Experience in microbiological techniques, MIC assays/ Kill-time kinetic assays/ resistance 

development assays as a plus 

 Experience in working in a BSL2 environment 

 Preferred: experience in good microbiological practices (CLSI), drug discovery in 

antibiotics and high throughput screening, additional biology skills e.g. cell culture, 

genetics, molecular biology and biochemistry 

 Desired personal qualities: highly motivated scientist, team player, good communication 

skills, reliable and well organized, ability to learn, able to develop and execute plans for 

microbiological work independently and solution oriented. Emotional intelligence, hands-

on approach to problem solving, hard worker with ability to adapt to a fast-paced 

working environment.  

 

The position will be based in Allschwil. Ideal start would be November. 

 
Please send your full application documents to the following address: hr@polyphor.com. 

Direct applications are preferred. For further information about the offered position, please 

contact: Franziska Müller, with the email address indicated above. 
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